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Climate change - WHAT?
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Climate change - WHAT?



Icelandic Act on climate change

• Act on climate change nr. 70/2012:

The objectives of this acts:     
a) to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in a cost-effective and

efficient manner,     
b) to increase the binding of carbon from the atmosphere,   
c) to promote adaptation to the consequences of climate change, …
d) to create conditions for the government to meet Iceland's

international commitments in climate matters…

https://www.althingi.is/lagas/nuna/2012070.html


Common, global challenge across countries, levels and sectors 
– no longer a question of if, rather how fast and how much…

Pre-Industrial 
revolution era

Narrow focus on GDP → 
un-sustainable economy

Shift to wellbeing economy?
→ Focus on the quality of growth for 
people and the planet, not just quantity 

IPCC AR6, Synthesis Report, STM Fig. 1. Retrieved 21/6 2023 from www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/figures
 

Mitigation AND 
adaptation efforts needed
→ Climate resilient 
communities

http://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/figures


WHY this fuss about 1,1C? 

Retrieved 1/11 2023 from www.conservationcouncil.ca/how-global-heating-works-
2/





Co-benefits of tackling climate change and HP in cities? 

Health and wellbeing is a 
result of complex 
interactions between 
individuals and their 
environment and conditions.

Rainbow model of 
Determinants of 
health was tailored 
to the Icelandic 
context (2019) 



HEALTH PROMOTING COMMUNITY

= SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY

→ Better life for all!

HUMAN AND PLANET HEALTH IS INSEPARABLE
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